
 

English Language 

HOLIDAY HOMEWORK 

Year 12 2023 
 

            
 

Teacher/Subject Coordinator Contact: Meiki Apted      meiki.apted@sssc.vic.edu.au        Staffroom: School library 

RECOMMENDED 

REVISION 

1. Complete “Year 11 Concepts you will need in year 12” and “Metalanguage”  

PREPARATION 

2. Read Living Lingo pp2-26 “Setting the Scene”  

3. Start to follow key Australian public figures on your socials (ScoMo, Dan 

Andrews, Andrew Bolt, Baker Boy, Clementine Ford, Jacqui Lambie…)  

EXTENSION 

4. Record 30 seconds of spontaneous chat, and transcribe it.  

REQUIRED 

PREPRATION FOR AOS1 - SAC 1 

1. From your Living Lingo Textbook, write a dot point summary of:   

          2.0  Informal Language (pp28-32)  

          2.1 Features of Informal Language (pp 32- 48)  

          2.4.1 Conversational Strategies:  conversation routines, listening noises,            

                    interrogative tags, discourse particles 

2. Complete the metalanguage bible 

Textbooks   
• Kirstin Fox’s Metalanguage Guide (aka orange textbook) 

• Kate Burridge & Debbie de Laps Living Lingo (aka blue textbook) 

Key Links: 

Study Design: https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-

designs/englishlanguage/Pages/Index.aspx 

Past exams + Examiners Reports: https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-

assessment/past-examinations/Pages/English-Language.aspx 

The Guardian- Mind your Language: https://www.theguardian.com/media/mind-

your-language 

Additional Resources: 

• Exam preparation - advanced/intermediate: Incredible exam prep resource 

English Language Exam Guide VCE 3rd Edition-Insight- Kirsten Fox Book $30  

• Online course: Udemy Online: English Language. Dmitri Dalla-Riva ~$60 

• Exam preparation – beginner: “ATAR NOTES” English Language Units 3&4 

2018-2023 ~ $27 Michael Rehfisch, Lauren White, Thushan Hettige.  
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Year 11 Concepts you will need in year 12 
 
Required: Write the definition to each of the following terms, in your own words. Include an 
example where appropriate. 
 
Recommended: Add the terms to your cue cards and ensure you have memorised them  
 

Linguistics 

Metalanguage 

Subsystems 

Phonetics 

Phonology 

Morphology 

Lexicology 

Syntax 

Semantics 

Discourse Analysis 

Noun 

Pronoun 

Adjective 

Verb 

Adverb 

Conjunction 

Preposition 

Article (Determiner) 

  



The Metalanguage 
What is Metalanguage? 
 
Meta = above (Greek)…So ‘metalanguage’ is literally ‘above language’ – think about looking in at 
language from the outside, and discussing it from an analytical viewpoint. 
 

Metalanguage is the specialised vocabulary that is used to refer to a particular area of study (in 
this case, linguistics, or the study of language itself). 

 
Why do we need a metalanguage? 
 
Metalanguage gives us the tools to deconstruct and describe language itself, so we can analyse it 
on different levels, such as: 

• Words people have chosen to use & what this tells us about their thinking, background or 
attitudes 

• What is being said ‘between the lines’ ~ implications present within language 

• Choice of word order, patterns 
 
The Five Subsystems of Language  
 

 
 
The basic tool you need for this subject is the knowledge of the five subsystems of language. 
These are the component parts of the ‘whole’ system that is language. 
 

1. Phonology and Phonetics—the sound system 
2. Morphology and Lexicology—how we make and classify words and how they are linked 
3. Syntax—making sentences 
4. Semantics—meaning in language 
5. Discourse Analysis—taking apart written and spoken texts 

 
In EL we are given the text to analyse, and we must bear these subsystems in mind in order to 
complete a thorough analysis.  
 
We must consider the “bigger picture”, step back in order to see how each 
part/element/subsystem fits together to form the “whole” text. Sometimes this is referred to as a 
“holistic” approach to analysis. 
 
Usually we grasp the Semantics (or meaning) balloon quickly, without considering how all the 
parts came together to form it. In EL, we need to take the text and explain, deduce, understand, 

Discourse Analysis 

(whole text)

Phonetics & 
Phonology 

(sound)

Morphology & 
Lexicology

(words)

Syntax

(sentences)

Semantics

(meaning)



deconstruct, work backwards in order to analyse WHY and HOW a text (written or spoken) has the 
particular meaning it does. 

 
Lexicology 

 

Lexicology refers to the study of words and their categories. 
Lexicon is all the words or vocabulary of a language. 
A lexeme or lexical item is a basic unit of meaning in a language that may be a single word or a 
phrase. 

 
Word classes (parts of speech) are the categories to which words belong based on their formal 
similarities. The words we know form our own lexicon (vocabulary). We know how to pronounce 
them and their meanings. We also instinctively know what word class a word belongs to even if we 
cannot name it.  
 
Activity  
 
Read the following passage and answer the questions related to the text: 
 

 
I put it in the og until I needed it at Christmas. I figured that was a good idea because the 
proups couldn’t smell it and it remained fairly quiffy. Little did I realise, however, that the 
proups had already ploffered the og and were able to klomble it sitackly. 
 

 
1. Where did she put the glack? 
 
2. Why did she put it in the og? 

 
3. What had the proups already done? 
 
4. How did they klomble it? 
 
What do your answers tell you about your understanding of the English Language? 
 
See if you can fill in the following gaps with single English words: 
 
It was a lourn, creedle __________. Not a flichet could be __________. ________, the gronger 

plonked. Who __________ it be? Tertis clowed ________ down the ________.  

 

• Discuss the reasons for your lexical choices.  

• What is the genre of this text? Which genres is it definitely not? 
 
Although your knowledge of word classes may seem a bit hazy to you at this stage, you are a first 
language speaker and you actually have a terrific working knowledge of how English operates. 
Once you have developed the metalanguage, you will have all the tools to discuss it. 
 
  



English Word Classes (Parts of Speech) 
 
You must know the function of each word in the sentence and know it by its grammatical name: 
 

• Noun 

• Pronoun 

• Adjective 

• Verb 

• Adverb 

• Conjunction 

• Preposition 

• Article 

 
Activity  

1. Identify the words in the following sentences (without looking if you can, but there IS a 

cheat sheet on the next page if you need to refer to it): 

Where the Forest Meets the Sea 
by Jeannie Baker (1987) 
 

My father knows a place 
 
we can only reach by boat. 
 
Not many people go there, 
 
and you have to know the way through the reef. 
 
When we arrive, cockatoos 
 
rise from the forest 
 
in a squawking cloud. 
 
My father says there has been a forest here 
 
For over a hundred million years. 
 
My father says there used to be crocodiles here, 
 
and kangaroos that lived in trees. 
 
Maybe there still are. 
 
 

 
 
  



Syntax 

 
 
We can’t store in our head every possible sentence in the English language. Instead, sentences 
composed by combining separate units according to grammatical rules. So – we just have to learn 
the rules! 
 
The study of sentences and their structures is called SYNTAX 
 
Parts of a Sentence 
SUBJECT: the person/thing the sentence is about 
PREDICATE: what is written/said about the subject 
E.g. The barbie / had its hair cut 

S                   P 
 
The Phrase 
A single word or group of words that act together as a unit. A unit that is ‘smaller’ grammatically 
than a clause (further down the hierarchy)  
A phrase: 

• Can’t stand alone as a complete grammatical sentence or clause  

• Can behave like (and do the work of) an adjective, adverb, noun or verb 

• Doesn’t usually contain a finite verb (one that changes its form to allow for variation in 

number, tense and person) 

Phrase Types 
Phrases are always named after the part of speech category of the word that is most important 
in them. 
There are 5 phrase types (remember – the open class words + preposition): 

• Noun phrase (the cat’s mother) 

• Verb phrase (ran wildly down the stairs) 

• Adjective phrase (really very beautiful and quite extraordinary) 

• Adverbial phrase (quite well) 

• Prepositional phrase (at the far end of the table) 

 
 



 
 
Test for phrase type 
Can you replace the phrase with a single word and not alter its basic meaning in a sentence?  
That word will usually be the ‘head word’ which can identify the phrase type 
Example: “The beautiful sky of blue” (Can be replaced with just ‘sky’ (noun), so this is a noun 
phrase) 
 
 
Phrase structure 
Phrases are made up of: 

• Head word (h): the main word 

• Pre-modifiers (m): words that come before the head word and modify or change it in 

some way 

• Post-modifiers or Qualifiers (q): words that provide extra information after the head 

word 

 
CLAUSES 
A clause is a group of related words containing a NOUN and a VERB 
Clauses are the main structures used to compose sentences (every sentence has a main clause 
but it may also have subordinate clauses). Clauses generally contain a finite verb and are usually 
a coherent group of words. 
 
MAIN CLAUSE: can stand alone 
“He threw the letter down” 
 
DEPENDENT CLAUSE: can’t stand alone, relies on M.C 
“The girl screamed / [because she saw a ghost]” 
 
SENTENCE STRUCTURE 
 
 SIMPLE SENTENCE: made of one main clause (noun + verb) 
 
 COMPOUND SENTENCE: made of two or more S.S. joined (either by conjunction or 
 comma/semicolon).  
 
 COMPLEX SENTENCE: made of Main Clause + one or more Dependent Clauses (e.g. girl 
+  ghost example) 
 
Try this quiz for recognising a phrase or a clause: 
 
https://arts.uottawa.ca/writingcentre/en/hypergrammar/building-clauses 
 
NOTE: There are a range of grammar quizzes on this website. Spend some time trying them out.  
 

  

https://arts.uottawa.ca/writingcentre/en/hypergrammar/building-clauses


Phonetics and Phonology 
 
Sounds carry meaning for human beings. A siren grabs our attention. We can tell the difference 
between a cry of joy and a cry of terror—one will capture our attention, the other will alarm us. We 
can make noises to indicate that we are feeling tired or impatient, angry or amorous. We can make 
noises to show that we agree or disagree. A cough may be used to gain attention or may indicate 
nervousness, but it is only the sounds of speech that are called phones. It is this level, the level of 
speech sounds, that is of interest to phoneticians. Some of the others are of interest to other areas 
of linguistic study (pragmatics) and to discourse (conversation) analysis. 
Phonetics and phonology both contain the Greek root phone meaning ‘sound’. 
 
Phonetics is the study of human speech sounds. Each language has different speech sounds. 
Even within the English language; New Zealand English for example, contains some different 
speech sounds from Australian English—notably in the vowel sounds, a New Zealand back may 
sound like beck. Other languages may have sounds that English doesn’t—for example, Bantu 
clicks—or they may not have sounds that English does. Swedish has no /z/, for example, so 
speakers of Swedish will tend to pronounce lazy as lacy. Most learners of foreign languages 
experience some difficulties with speech sounds that do not occur in their own language—that is, 
with the phonological differences. 
 
 

Phones are the physical units of sound produced by speech organs; that is, all the different 
sounds used in all the different languages in the world. 
 
Phonetics is concerned with the actual physical sounds that human beings utter in making 
intelligible speech. It is concerned with the mechanics and acoustics of speech, such as where we 
make sounds in the mouth or the places of articulation. 
 
Phonology is the study of the sound systems and the different patterns of sound that can occur in 
a language. For example, most English speakers would guess straight away that the sentence 
Sekejap lagi saya nak keluar is not English. Although the individual phonemes may occur in 
English, this particular combination is not English. (In fact, sekejap lagi saya nak keluar is 
Malaysian for I’m going out in a minute.) 

 
The IPA 
 
Phonemes are the minimal distinctive sounds in a language. Phonemes are usually meaningless 
on their own because most words are comprised of more than one phoneme—for example, /t/, /p/, 
and /ɒ/ have no meaning in isolation—and only become meaningful when combined together in 
various ways—/tɒp/, /pɒt/, /ɒpt/. Australian English has 44 of these abstract sound units, but only 
26 letters of the alphabet to represent them. This is one of the reasons why English spelling can 
be so frustrating; the letters don’t always match the pronunciation.  
 
Consider the following—although, bough, cough, enough, thought, through. How many vowel 
sounds are represented by ou? 
 
 
 

A diphthong is a vowel where there is a single, noticeable change in quality during a syllable — 
for example /e/ to /i/ in /beɪ/ ‘bay’. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

AOS1 Notetaking – required textbook 
*There are some in T4; take photographs 

 

From your Living Lingo Textbook, write a dot point summary of:   

          2.0  Informal Language (pp28-32)  

          2.1 Features of Informal Language (pp 32- 48)  

          2.4.1 Conversational Strategies:  conversation routines, listening noises,            

                    interrogative tags, discourse particles 

 
 
          2.0  Informal Language (pp28-32)  
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  2.1 Features of Informal Language (pp 32- 48)  
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          2.4.1 Conversational Strategies:  conversation routines, listening noises,            

                    interrogative tags, discourse particles 
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NOTE: This has been upgraded to MRS F CARTS > See course overview for details 

 



EXTENSION TASK:  

Record ~30 seconds of casual conversation. Ideally record real people (friends, parents etc.)  - if this isn’t 

possible, unscripted spontaneous chat on the internet will also work.  

 

Transcribe, including as much detail as possible (esp. non fluency features and prosodic features)  
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