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November 2025
VCE Voluntary Parent Contributions for 2026
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Swinburne Senior Secondary College is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and
would like to advise you of Swinburne Senior Secondary College’s voluntary financial contributions for
2026.

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements, and we want to
assure you that all contributions are voluntary.

Nevertheless, the ongoing support of our families ensures that our college can continue to offer the best
possible education and support for our students—well beyond the standard curriculum offerings.

Parent contributions play a vital role in enhancing and broadening the educational experience offered to our
students. These contributions allow us to provide an extensive range of subject choices, high-quality
equipment, and access to diverse learning materials.

Furthermore, the generosity of our school community enables us to strengthen and enrich the quality of the
programs we deliver. We express our sincere appreciation for your ongoing support, which allows us to
maintain and continually improve the educational opportunities available to our students.

For further information, please refer to the Department’s Parent Payments Policy one-page overview.

Yours sincerely,

7>

Diarmaid Fennessy

Oriel Flewell-Smith

Acting Principal School Council President
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Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to Amount

access the Curriculum

3
|
|
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Please make a voluntary contribution towards any of the subjects below that your child
is studying.

Unit Amount ¥
Humanities 75.00

STEM 125.00
Product Design and Technology 175.00

Food Technology 125.00 S
Visual Arts 200.00

(Art Making & Exhibiting, Art creative Practice, Fashion)

Vocational Major 200.00
Performance Arts 125.00
Music 125.00
Instrumental Music 800.00

(Semester 1 - $400.00; Semester 2 - $400.00)

Student ID Card | $ 10.00
Printing and photocopying of worksheets and learning materials S 40.00
Total Curriculum Contributions | S
Publications i Amount
Literature Anthology $20.00
Year 12 Graduation Book $20.00
School Magazine $20.00
Total Other Contributions S

Tax deductible contributions } Amount

Building fund. A tax-deductible contribution to support renovations, upgrades, and

: : 200
maintenance of school infrastructure. 5

Library Fund. A tax-deductible contribution to support book purchases and other

. A . 20
technology equipment to continuously update this valuable resource. =200

N
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Other Contributions

College Fund. A contribution to ensure the provision of new teaching equipment, ICT
technology, and support, first aid supplies, College buses, career counselling, grounds

. : 500
maintenance and improvements, and programs that enhance and support learning ?
outcomes for all students

Student wellbeing. A contribution towards events such IDAHOBIT Day, Wear it Purple $50

Day, R U OK Day

Other Activities Amount

| Costs of these activities will be advised closer to the date and will be dependent

on numbers
' School Formal (Year 11 & 12) TBA
- Valedictory (Year 12’s only) TBA

Financial Support for Families

Swinburne Senior Secondary College understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and
offers a range of support options, including:

e the Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
e State Schools Relief (SSR)
e Payment plans for Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative
payment arrangements, contact:

Andrea Stephens Ph: 03 8862 4400 | Email: andrea.stephens@education.vic.gov.au

Total Cost
Curriculum Contributions S
Publications S
Other Contributions (Non-tax deductible) $
(Tax-deductible) S
Other Activities S
Total S
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Payment methods

Payment will be available online via Compass (preferred method) or by credit card or cash.

Refunds

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis.
Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into
consideration whether a cost has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payments Policy and Guidance,
Financial Help for Families Policy, and any other relevant information.
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW
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f FREE INSTRUCTION

e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all
items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

L

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Items and
; : Contributions Activities
Voluntary financial
contributions for curriculum  Voluntary financial Items and activities that
items and activities which contributions for non- enhance or broaden the
the school deems necessary  curriculum items and schooling experience of
for students to learn the activities that relate to the students and are above and
Curriculum. school’s functions and beyond what the school
objectives. provides for free to deliver

the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays
basis.

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
(e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES
e Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for
. > items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

e Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES

Ve e Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and

publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.

v







